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_services of 28 land-grant universities in 13 'southern states and
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ANNUAL REPORT
"
Oct. 1, 1910 to Sept. -30, 1981

Since 197th the Southern Rtiral,Developnient Center has
.provided support staff for capacity building and rmo-
`vative programming for the experiment stations and
extension. services 'of,28 land-grant 'Universities in 13
Southern states Snd Puerto Rico. A's one of four
regional rural deVelOpMent ;enters in the. nation, the
SRDC focuses specifically on .the rural problems,of
the SOuther9 region and receives funding through
USDA--Extension Service and Cooperitiye State
Research'Service. Although located at Mississippi
State University, the Southern Center is jointly spon-
sored by Alcorn State University and' Mississippi State.
Both universities are, representative of a larger net-- Work of land-O-ant,colleges'and univ- it s.

With the enactment of the Morril ct of186.2, the,
.. Federal governmeht established a land2grant institu-

tion in each state ..to educate ci izens inthe. fields of
iagrculture, home economics, t e mechanic arts, and .

other useful professions. A se nd Morrill Actwas
passed in 1890 specifically' to suppOrtl.black land -.rant
institutions. These coijegeand universities have
generally been referred' to through the, years as "t
1862 institutions " and "the 1890 institutions..." Each of
these:Institutions supplements classroom teaching with .

committment to -researVh and community service within
a stafe. -

)

A,large part of the research, committment of land-grant
institutions is carried through the agricultural experi-
,men1 stations at each university. The service to?nisittment,
on thether hand, is perhaps best represented' by the
efforts of the extension service. Both the experiment .,
stations and extension'services of the4and-graht system

. . take pride in thecontributions each hat_ made to the ..

revitalization and improved, quality orlife experienced
by the South' in recent years. As part of the support,

E
staff for, the Southern experlipent stations and4ktension

.setvices, -the Southern Center has contributed to these "---1,« .

revitalization efforts through-support of rural development ;
programs ancri-eseirch at land-grant in itutions thrwgb-

, .

' 'out the South. . .. ,_..\ .Le IP' ,
.t.

1
i ,

.
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PURPOSE
I

2'

Thc Southern denter exists to provide the best pos-
sible information and assistance to extension-and

ik-
research.staffsthroughout the South as they resporr' '-
to rural development.needs in local communities. This
ig' accoMplished through such means as the following:

I ,.7 .
.

1. Provide a central point for regional infor-
t mation gathering, interpretation, analysis

and dissemination.

-d
I. Communicate research findings and successful

'extension programming ideas through con-=
ferences,, workshops., seminars and pt.,jacations.

3. Serve as a linking mechanism for improved
communication ,betvSeen states.

4 °

Facilitate interaction between research and
extension. personnel.

'( 5. Provide staff training at regional and ssib- -
regional levels.

*
. .

6. Provide funding for development of programming
. ideas with widespread regional application.

ORGANIZATION Effective regional participation is a critical factor.
in the success of the Southern Rural Development
CiInter. While the Center is 'physically located at
Mississippi State University; the organizationaLstruc.,-.-

I ture has been designed to permit, active involvement
of dther states in program determination. To insure the
opportunity for strong regional participation, three .

elements have been included p the basic organizational
concept.'-

. First , the compo3tion of the Board of Directors has
beeen designed to include membership from not only
1862 and 1890 institutions but elf° members from both

. the experiment stations and extension services through-
-out the South and a representative of the private sector ,.
within the region.

Second, the Southern 'Community Development
-oi7-1--unittee includes representatives from each of the
0,S uthernstates;and-serves in an advIiory. role for

determining program needs, program direction and-',
program imPlementation.

:.-- 4 4
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Third, the Center funds and provides appropriate.sup-
port to teams of researchers and educators from several
universities in,a combined effort to concentrate on one ..
pressing problem facing the rural South. Through a
series of projects in such areas as small farm operatio s,
health care, industrialization, etc. , tie Center estab
lishes regional cooperation in synthesizing and
disseminating research knowledge about critical rural
needs and pinpoints the .most effective rural programs
of each state. .1

In edditio,ii to.these specific cooidinative mechanisms,
contacts are regularly made with numerous other,
regional groups concerned with rural development, e.g.,
the Southern Extension Public Affairs Comthittee, the *
SoutherA.Growth Policies Board, and Tennessee Valley
Authority.

. ,. _ . 1
.S,RDC PliOJECTS*17 The Southern Center has"been instrumental iy increasing
EXTENSION .. . extension communication and joint programming by

bringing experets across state, lines and from various
,:. disciplines to. focus on problems common to the 13

Southern.states arid Puerto Rico. SRDC projects funded°
through the Extension Seri/ice during 1981 include the ,

following:

S01.1THERN REGION BUSINESS MANAGEMENT NETWORK
,

The Southern Region Busr.ness-Managemenst Network
Wes approved by the SRDC in May to facilitate business
management extension programming in the Southern states.
The problems faced by businessmen,particularly owners
of nonmetropolitan small businessesare similar across
the entire nation,. and extension programming needs in
this area areconsequently simil'ar from-state to state. .
This opens the iipporttinity for .cooperative program
development, between the state ThewSouthern Business -----.

Management Network was form to cothriliment the
efforts of.the. Wirth Central We. iori Btisiness Managlment
InterestNetiaork formed by Dr. ,Kenne0 Sqm-re- from."' .

low.a State University. Both networks shire the basic..
przpoSe of developing and/or -sharing budiness manage -
.meat extension programming materials. .

The Souttcernznetwork IS directed by Dr. Dennis U. ,e.
Fisher, extension economist- in business development.
for. Texas-A.4A University. -Network members include
Dr.' James RN. Nelson, Oklahoma State University;
Dr. Charles Tillman, Alcorn State University; and

RandyWillithm§, University of Georgia.

z.

.
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Several activities have been pursued since the network
was established. First, the network identified who
would serve as contacts for collection and disseminatiorr--
of extension business management programming materials
in each of the ,13 Southern states. This list was com-
pleted in September but will be expanded to ieclude
an even larger listing of universisty contacts providing
business management training. In several' states,
erigineering_extension services or, extension services
bssociated with the business schools ara providing
bUsiness training for nonmetropolitan businesses. An
expanded list oficentacts will identifythese programs
and the materials avanable and will insure'circulation
of that material to.the appropriate professionali.

Second, the USDA approved a proposal submitted by
the 'network for the development-of a video tape d signed
to accomplish the following objectives: (1) define ore
clearly the role of extension small, business management
education programs, (2) stimulate interest among
extension specialists,cagenth, leaders, and administrators
in responding to the needs of the small business clientele,
(3) identify the steps involved in establishing a small-
business management education program within an
extension programming unit (i.e., county, area, state),
(4) illustrate successful small business management
education programs that emphasize the need, importance,
methodologies and possible results in' this area of work),

Thit:cl, the network developed a proposal.for a special
needs project and submitted it to the USDA. 'The
project is designed to develop compute zed nanagement
or planning aids to assist small businesses. Specifically,
microcomputersoftware will be designed to (1) develop
a business operating plan for whole firms and for indi-
viduatenterprises within' firms, (29) evaluate the
feasibility of new firms or new enterprises within an
existing firm,- and (3) predict financial needs and deVelop
financing plans and proposals. This cdmputer 'software
would be designed for use in small business management
extension education programs.

Fourth, .Dr.,. Fisher and Dr. Nelson patiticiptted In two
meetings of the Nokh Central Business Management
Interest' Network assisting in identifying educational
materials needs,.electing.topics for materials develop-

. ntent and.` assisting netwak members with writing -that
material. Information on the menbershipand.activities
of the ,North Central,Busiess Management Information
Network was6circulated to business4management con(-'\
tacti.in the 13 .Southern states.

t.

r
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT DECISIO N-MAKIN G (GROWTH
IMPACT) NETWKK

A national population shift to the Sunbelt has tesulttd
in eapid.(and often unplanned) economic growth in many.. 4'

parts of the SoutY.....M,any groWth areas within the
region have encounterbd- enormous strains on their
capathy to serve enlargin%communities. Inadequate
water supplies, sewer lines and schools become common
occurrences inthese communities, and local officials'

(-`
struggle to.meet the demand for housing,"polica, and
fire protection, transportation facilities and solid .

waste disposal. ..
,
Or method of assessing the benefits and burl:tens of
community growth is a geoWth impact analysis. This.
is a computerized tool for local planner-Is and decision-
makers to determine beforehand the impact of various
patterris of growth. Several models have been developed
forh3rotecting the economic, demographic, public
service and fiscal impacts of policy decisions contem-
plated by community decisiOn-makers. The Texas
Assessment Modelling System (TAMS-) and the South
Carolina Impact Model (SCIM) are only two examples
of these models.

- . ,
The Southern Center' established this. network to
identify state. extension services successfully using a,
computer impact analysis and then to determine a
method for transferring these computer models to
other Southern states. Nine representatives from seve n
Southern states met in Atlanta September 30 through
October 2 to assess programs now In use and plan for .

-a regional "hands-on" traiNng session for effective
transfer of the computer odels to allt§outhern states.
those attending the meedi g'included Dr. Brady Dedton
and Mr. Kevin McNamara, 1 th of- Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State Univerpity; Dr. David L.., Debertin6
Uniuersity of Kentucky; r. John,Gordon, University of
Florida; Dr. Lonnie Jones Texas A & M University;

ib -

Dr. Joe,Molnar, Auburn niversity; Dr. Mike Wise;
Clemson University; Dr. Joe Lanham, USDA; and
Dr. William W. Linder, Southern Rural DevelopmenkCenter:'

-1/
The workshop participants planned a region 'training
session using the computer facilitiesJA iversity
of Kentucky during the spring of 1982.

-SOUTHERN RURAL AND AGRICULTURAL
CRIME EDUCATION NETWORK `.

In to past, crime has been thoughtof as a "city'
problem,- butip the last decade the percentage
increase ih-the total crime-index for rural areas has
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exceeded that for urban areas by 43 percent. The
k extension services in many Southern states have already

begun to respond- to this increasing concern about' . .rural crime. As the states develop educational pro-
grams in the area of rural and agricultural crime, the

. . need to share experiences and learning materials
. becomes even more important. / ....4*

.

Southern Center' named Dr. J. Douglas McAlister
1- of irgipia Polytechnic Institute and State University

as a canter associate to direct the efforts of.the Rural
4 - .

and Agricultural Crime tducation Network. Other , ,

network members will be selected from throughout the
-egion-to_woek with Dr. .McAlister, Dr. O.W. Cupdiff
of VPI''and Mr. Harold Wright, policy systems specialist
with the Virginia Division of Justice and Crime Pre-

- ,
ven- tion.

The network objectiVeS include (1) inventorying ,-
.,'

existing educational programs .in rural and agricul-
tura crime (including learning materials and resource
persons) and distributing this information to the 13
Southern states, (2), describing,'and sharing experiences

. and learniP6 materials'which Were results of the forma-
, tion of the Virginia Cr-0e PreVention Coalition, (3) devel-

oping and testing prototype seminars' in the areas of .1

vandalism and personal protection, and (4)* surveying
each Sobthern state CRD leader and chief law enforce-

4. pent officer to determine'needs am) interest in rural_
- and agricultural crime education programs.

A

't

By sharing information regarding'the r9Je of the
extension service in fOrming the Virginia Crime

4 Prevention ;Coalition, the network .hopes to highlight
a successful approach to crime prevention edudation
that can be implemented by'any state. In addition, the
network has planned the firstin a series of two work-
shops _which also will as'Orototypes for other
states seeking an educational approach to the problems
of vandalism and personal' protection in the rural areas.
The workshop Is scheduled for March 16,18, 1'982, at
Virginia Beach and is targeted toreach nearly 100

key leaders ih the area of extension CRD; .government
crime prevention offices, law enforcement agendle§,
induitrial military security, and
agency :heads (e. g. 'Association of Retired, Perdons,
state teachers organization). A proceediribs of thg'se
conferences will make the program' and a listingof
resource Matirtals available to each of the 13Southern .
states. s

1.1
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. COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVES,PROdRAM

. (CIRCUIT RIDER). v r; . .

-

) I

" the SRDC continued to under-W[14 aboUt.'50 percent
of'the expenses of,i circuit-rider for thesCommunity.

.. Technology Initiatives PrOgrain (-CTIP), to test one of
. the .thoOls being developed. - The SRDC portion of the ,. fundirtg IS *derived. from both extension and research ".

.ffindi. .This.prOject is-designed to. dewstrate the..
"linking" capacity of4he USDA -- Extern

. network with Public Technology, inc. (PTI) ,
. .

inyolvin.g Federal, laboratories and the National '.,

Science Foundation. PTI provides program management
for CTIP, which has seven circuit-riders. Gary Holland,
who fills the circuit rider pOsitionipartially funded Lty.
the SRDC, is located in Stillwater, Oklahoma, but .

serves in addition to Stillwater the cities of'Bryan,...

. Texas; Gliyton, Missouri;,'end Ottawa, Kansas. lk

SRDC 14kOJETTS- Before educational programs can be developed iokmeet.

% RESEARCH the critical needs of the rural areas, research is .

, often necessary to determine such questions as the
( - effectiveness of a particular approach, the extent of .:2N

, need in a problxv area, and the alternatives available
, in a programming effort. Rural development research, 't<

,e undertaken by the Southern. Cehter has tended to be - ..0.-

more applied. than basic and is often -the foundation
. '` , for developm,nt of training programswithin the states.

in the eight-year' history of the Southern*Center, one
.

of the basiC. purposes has always' been to provide the '
.-4'0.-...... best possible information and assistance to research

staffs of land7;grant'universities concerned with the .
P . .. problems of our rural and agricultural areas. Research

r . ,projects funded by the Southern Centgr chfririg 1%11
. included the, ,

USE, /VALUE ASSESSMENT OF AGRICULTURAL: NDS'
\:-

,.., .,....,,

IN THE SOUTH: 'POLICIES AND PROBLEMS ;. .-

f
... State legislatures throughout the South are reviewing '''

0: 0 . i \laxing policies related to agricultural property as a meahs
of halting' the, rapid decline of agricultural land. - C .

. -. Legislators and other public policdecision-makers,
, ... , want information on use/vatue approaches to the"

appraisal of agri'cultural Jands for consideration of .
% optimum taXation.stnategies. '- 4 .

0.

0

.

I- Pamela H. Rodgers, a research assoclaye with the
Southern Ceiiter, is directing the SRDC pfoject to

. identify policies Within the 13 Southern states ih
relation'to property tax artd agricultural land. in
addition.; this research projectwill seek ..to-determine
the impact of these taxipg-policies on slowing the,
tonversiden of agriculturalland to urban usage in the.

Souther states.
"V 4. ,
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Additional funding was obtained from the Southern
Economic Development internship Program for two
part-time student researchers to assist in data col-
lection and report writing. As a result, -the project
has completed a study of North Carolina, Virginia and .
Florida. A review of the remaining 10 Southern states
-and collection of ,updated materials reflectin§ legisla-
tive changes enacted during the fall of'1981 is
expected to be completed joy June 30, 1982, and made
available to legislators an& public policy decision-makers.

'RURAL CRIME IN FLORIDA: A VICTIMIZATION STUDY
OF THE RURAL'NONFARM POPULATION

The rural crime problem has a major impact upon all
sectors of Our rural communities including agriculture,
education, housing, business, industry, and parks and
recreation. The purpose of this victimization study is
to develop systematic information on the extent and
pattern of rural crime. The research study will compre-
hensively examine the extent and pattern of criminal
victimization occurring in rural Florida and use this
analysis in developing rural crime prevention programs.
The specific objective of the project are the following:

Objective 1: To c duct a crime victimization
survey of the rural nonfarm population.

Objective 2 To examine trends in rural crime
rates and the relationship between thes.e trends and the
geographic and socioeconomic characteristics of counties.

Objective 3: To develop situational analyses of
rural crime utilizing the data collected in objective 1
find focusing upon situational,variables such as the
socioeconomic kliaracteristics of vit.tims and nonvictims,.
behavioral patterns of residents. regarding crime pre-
vention, ecokigical patterns of rural criminal viaimiza-
tion, and the social and economic impacts of criminal
victimization on the rural, population.

ective To develop rural trimd,prevehtion
mod ase upon the situational analysis and trends.

Objective. 5: TO initiate a rural crime research
interest network among Southern-land-grant unfver-
sities'and to consult with and disseminate findings to
this'netWorly. . /

I

Dr. Keith A. Carter of the University of Florida directs
the rural crime project. Dr. Carter has developed a
Rural' Crime Research Interest Netwrk*Of 12 researchers
from 7-Southern states. In addition, he has identified
four, persons with interests in extension /rural crime
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prevention rather than research. Researchers serving
on the Research Interest Network include Dr. Lionel
J. Beaulieu, University of Florida; Joseph F. Donnerme3fer,
National Rural Cr linh:Prevention Center;4Dr. Joseph
Havlicek, Vii tkiinia'Tech; Dr. Mathew Zingraff, North.
Carolina State University; Dr. Elizabeth Suval, -North
Carolina State,Universify; Dr. John Dunkelberger,
Auburn University; Dr. Donald E. Voth, University of
Arkansas; Dr. David McGranahan, EDD-ERS-USDA;
Dr.- Charles R. Swanson Jr. , University of Georgia;
Dr. Quentin Jenkins, Louisiana State University; and
Dr. Bill parkston, Louisiana State University. Extension
liaisons include Dr. Douglas McAlister, Virginia Tech;
Dr,. Robert J. Soileau, Louisiana State University;
Dr. John L. Leinhardt, University of Arkansas; are
Dr. Fred Cross, Texas A & Mt University.

The progress of the Yese,arch project includes comple-
tion of a drift questionnaire which will be pretested
prior to data collectio In preparing the sampling
frame, the researchers concluded that 'the survey
sample sholild-be selected from residents of 33 rural
counties. A count forAihe purpose of this study,
could be defined as ruraflf (1) it did not have an
incorporated community over 50,000 in population, and
(2) its population density was below the median popula-
tion density for the state.

The size of the sample from each county will be pro-
portioned to that sounty's.prOportion of the total
population of the .33 counties. The researchers examined
alternative sampling frameg common to all 33 counties and
decided that the list of licensed drivers for each county
was most appropriate. This sampling frame allows the
,selection of a stratified random sample with strata,
based on the variables of age, sex and race: To accom-
plish this task, the research group .collected data on the
ages sex and racial structure of the 33 counties. The

,sample will be selected to reflect these demographic
*structures.

I n dition to work on the questionnaire and sampling
fra e, Dr. Carter initiated an analysis of crime rate
tre ds in rural Florida. The final analysis will be
pre ared in the form of a paper for7 presentation at the
198' meeting of the Rural S,ociorogy Section of the

.Sou n Association of Agricultural Scientists. As
a result the for ation of the Rural Crime Research
Interest Netw , Dr: Carter was able to organize a
rural crime session to be, conducted at the 1982
SAAS meeting. Possibilities for a Southern Regional

,Research Project will be discussed at that time.

14

3

4
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Dr. Carter attended the Annual "Help Stop Crime!"
Conference Oct. 12-14 in Tampa. Sponsored j3 y the
governor's "Help Stop Crime!" committee, the conference
featured topics directly related to the research
being developed by Dr. Carter at that time.

'IMPACT OF DEREGULATIpN ON RURAL BANKING
AND CREDIT .

As deregulation takes place in the banking industry,
small rural banks mayexperience a significant impact
on their sources and uses, of funds. Such an occurrence
would greatly affect the availableltty of financial resources .
to rural farm and non-farm businesses, local- gov nments
,andr al consumers. To determine whether r no
rural n and rural communities would dversely
affected' by eregUlation, the Southern Ce ter initiated
a research p oject under the direction of .r. J.C.O.
Nyahlearrof Clemson Unyersity. The jectives of

+the project include the following':

Objective 1: Elicit lender's expectations to changes
in the elements of the financial market structure pro-
vided for the Depository Institution a`cl Monetary .,

Deregulation Act of 1980.

Objective identify and characterize s6urces
terms of credit for rural tforrowqrs.

. .

Objective 3: Evaluate the magnitude and direction,
° of rural deposits and debt capital flow in the retail

and wholesale financial' markets. Specific emphasis
will be on the following: ,

.
1 ...

A. Extra and 'alternative commercial sources
'of credit forrural tiorrowers.

B. The mix of credit terms to rural' borrowers.
C. Tkie relative cost of obtaining loans.

Dr. Nyankori began the project by acquiring and com-
puterizing income and condition data supplied by 'the
FDIC for al} South Carolina banks. He developed w\_.:
mail questionnaire as a survey instrument td elicit
bankers' cesperwes to the deregulation, and ,then
conductedthe mail survey.% From The collected data,
Dr. Nyankori prepared a statatical summary. The
'work of 'the project will. continue in 1,982 as Dr. //
Nyankori focuses on the modeling and parameterization'
of the expectation profile suggested by the survey
data. The results will be placed into a comprehensive
mathematiCal model designed to characterize and stimu-
late the impact of deregulation on rural banking and
credit.
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DEVELOPMENT AND TESTING OF AORKING MODEL
FOR TRANSFER OF CQMPUTER TECHNOLOGY TO
COUNTY OFFICIALS

'Since more local government officials are turning
totomputers as a means of providing efficient and
expedient services to area residents, this project
has combined personnel from three land-grant
universities in a cooperative'eff9rt to develop and
test a working 'Model for transfer of computer tech-
nology to county officials. Directed,by Dr. Gerald
Doeksen of Oklahoma State University, the project
team consists of Dr. Charlie A. Burns, Oklahoma
State Univerpity; Mr. John Scoggins, University of
Georgia; Barbara Broeckelman, Oklahoma State
University; and Mary C. Ball, Mississippi State
University.

T project team selected Woodward and Washington
Co ties in Oklahoma and Yazoo County in Missis-
sipp as pilot counties for testing of the model. They
began revaluating the Computer needs of eac county
and assisted county officials in preparin equest
for proposaltkfrom computer vendors. Once the .

proposals were submitted by vendors the project
team assisted in evaluation of.the proposals and
helped county officials write the contracts between
the cbunty and the computer vendors. The team
then monitored implementation of the 'county
Outer program.

With completion of the:pioject in Jandary 1982,
Dr. Doeksen will submil (1) an annotated biblio-
graphy and synthesis of computer studies related
to 'county and community governments and (2) a
guidebook illustrating how computer technology can
be transferred to other county officials through the
use of the, model developed' and tested in the pilot
counties.

O

1.

UNIVERSITY KNOWLEDGE /TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
AND PUBLIC DECISION-MAKING

The Southern Center recognizes that decision-makers
face an array of alternatives as they plan and implement
programs which affect the quality of life in rural commun-
ities. Land -grant universities are uniquely qualified to
'contribute_ to this decision-making process and yet some
critics would question the appropriateness of university
involvement in public sector activities. Regardless of
such criticism, a trend appears to be developing toward
greater university participation in public service areas,
A strong interest seems to exist in the application of
scientific knowledge to various types of community pro-
blems, yet there does not appear to be a well developed

1.6
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and successful pattern of uhiversity research utilization
-by community leaders.

The Southern Center initiated a project in 1 97 8 to
d'evelop and test an innovative model for providing
operational research to community decision-makers
and other users. Directed by Dr. Carlton R. Sollie
,of Mississippi State University, the project produced an
`annotated bibliography in 1 980 pertaining to operations
research and knowledge,transfer. Additional publica-
tions were submitted to the Southern Center during
the 1 981 fiscal year but were not printed and distributed
until the 1981 -82 fiscal year. These included A synthesis
and state-of-the-art repyrt overviewing issues and pro-
blems associated with u[niversity involvement in public
sector activities and knowledge transfer and two case
histories of university-client system interaction.
The client system in the first case was a stateefagdncy;
in the second case, a small city. Both illustrated the
ability of a university to respond, to differerit kinds of
client system needs.

As a final activity-of the project, Dr. Sollie completed
preparations for a formal panel discussion o ,this
topic t the 1 982 meeting of the RUral Sociology Section
of th, uthern Association of Agricultural Scientists.

ESTIMATING THE'FFECT F COMMUNITY RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT UPON COUNT QUALITY OF LIFE

Evaluation becomes particularly important in an
environment of austerity and accountability when public
investments of any kind must be justified. This is
especially true when the potential returns to such
investments are complek and difficult to qualify, parti-
cularly if these returns are almost completely unkown.
As a result, a yariety of "soft" investments such as
community resource development in the extension ervice

. or capacity kuilding efforts aimed at rural comm nities
and rural lead-6-s become especially hard to jus ify even
thoi,igh their returns may be substantial.

The objectives of this project are aimed toward helping
provide more quantifiable and/or more comparative
data on which rural development programs can be eval-
uated and supported. Specific objectives arenas
follows:

.

Objective 1: Develop measures pf county quality pf
life which are susceptible to change by CRD efforts.

Objective 2: Develop measures-of CRD imputs on a
county-by-county baSis.

17
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Object(ve Estimate `the efforts that CRD inputs
have had upon county quality of life over time.

This project is under the direCtion of Dr, Donald E. Voth
of the University of Arkansas. Although data collection
is limited to CRD programs in Arkantas,,Dr: Voth hopes
to extend parts of the statistical analysis` nationwide.,

THE EFFECTS OF TAATION AND FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT POLICIES ON THE DELIVERY OF
COMMUNITY SERVICES IN RURAL AREASOF THE STATE

O

Taxinsund financial management has become a
critical issue for rural governments faced with high
interest rates, inflation and an increased demand for
delivery of community services in rural are s. Local
officials from every corner of the South ar seeking
technical assistance in the area of financial anagement

190 the Southern Center established a fi ancial
management project designed to study the e ect aY
taxation and financial management policies o the
delivery of community services in rural areas. Directed
try SRDC Research Associate Pamela H. Rodgers, the
project mailed 1,500 questionnaires to asample of city
and county officials taken at random from throughout
the Southern states. The questionnaire focused on
the many areas of financial management from cash

-.management, debt management and records manage-
ment to program budgeting, insurance pooling and
grants administration.' An analysis of this data will
highlight the needs of Southern communities for finan-
cial management assistance and indicate the approathes
communities are now using in firlancial management.
In addition 'to the questPonnaire survey of city and
county officials, Ms. Rodgers completed a study of
the finapctal condition and tax revenue sour s of the
Southern states in 1980-81.

The results of this study were included in a paper
entitled "The Southern States' Tax Policies: The
Current Pc:Iition of Southern State Governments
Awaiting the Impact of the Reagan Budget Cuts."
M. Rodgers presented these research findings at the
American Society of Public Administration Southeast
Regional Conferer'rceiFf-i-askson, Mississippi, October It,
1981. She prepared Iii'addifiaiatpaper (at the
request of the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service
CRD Program)entitled "State and Local Goveenments in
Fiscal Crisis: A Comparison of.Mississippi and the
Southern States." This/paper...was 'later published by
the Mississippi Associatioof Supervisors monthly
magazine.

18
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Using data collected from the mail questionnaire and
from the study of the financial condition and tax

1evenue sources of the Southern states, Ms. Rodgers is
preparing, a publication summari'zinq the state of '
Southern financial management in 1980 -81 and providing
recommendations for extension programs to assist_local
governments in financial mianagement.

During 1981, Ms. Rodgers reviewed more than 500 finan-
cial management publications and training materials and
prepared annotations' for inclusion in a financial manage- '.\
ment bibliography, to be printed and distributed through '
out the South in 1982.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
FOR ACTION
RN REGIONAL

RESEARCH DATA BASE: M

This age of improved mass communication offers
the opportunity for shared research projects and findings
which are transferrable to communities across the country.
At the same time, difficulties arise for individual
researchers when they confront their need to categorize
and follow the research and findings of their colleagues.
The need for a mechanism of research information
exchange has become increasingly important and models
for the development of such a data base must be
developed.

Research providing info'rmation on 'these issues will
ssist deciiione-makers in ,rural areas grapling with
e complex problemr-o-rthe day. The stress on

i teractions between interdisciplinary researchers from
roughout the South and the communication of thdir

. findings will continue to be afreraphasis of the Southern
Center.' The objectives of this project are as follows:

Objective 1: Catalog available research data
throughout the Southern region.

Objective 2 : Design h model for establishing cen-
laPegional data base.

A

In i plementing this project it became necessary to
. reduce the project from a general nature to a more
Specific nature., 'Therefore, a conference is-being pro-
posed to, examine the public use sample of the census
bureau as a model for action in the development of one
regitral research data base. This conference is designed
to enhance the knowledge, Understanding, and use of the
publics use sample for Ir r al development research. .
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RESEARCH NEEDS AND SYNTHESIS IN RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

The Southern Center hastontinued to interact with
.tother rural developinent researchers throughout the

South to initiate, develop and update a research needs'
inventory on rural development and to provide biblicr
graphic and synthesis information on community ser-
vices and facilities research. Eizhpen rese*chers
from 14 Southern land-grant institutions attended a ;
conference February 4-5 in Atlanta to discuss a rural
development research agenda for the 1980's. The pur-
pose of the "Research Needs in Rural Development
and Community Services and Facilities Conference"
was to identify and rank in importance the research
areas to be emphasized during this decade.

The findings of the Atlanta conference were used as a
basis for ,designing end initiating a regionwide survey'
on perceptions of research 'needs in rural-development.
The survey was conducted in two stages. Survey I
emphasized the determination of relevant areas while

--';tlirvey IF stressed the prioritization of the high-
prioikty research areas identified in Survey I.

Five.hundred and seventy-nine questionnaires were
sent to researchers, extension workers and others
involved in rural development efforts in the Southern
states. One ndmd and eighty-four per ns responded
to the firs questionnaire. The survey as ecl respon-
dents to list five to ten items they consider ,to be
high-priority research needs in rural develdpment for

3
the 1980's. These responses were evaluated and
classified into 135 categories. Community facilities,
services and inStitutions;.health; community decision-
making; land use and zoning; and evaluation and .

training were the top five sub-categories.
qz.4-

Based on the responses to.Survey I, the Southern
'Center staff developed Survey II stressing the
prioritization of the indiVid.ual items in the rural
development research needs sub-categories. All
items with 15 or more mentions in Survey I were
listed and a hetworkof 20 researchers pretested
Survey II by reviewing the 18 sub-categories and
considering their clarity and completeness. Survey II

---7aves-revised according to their recommendations and
mailed to 63.9 persons working in rural development
research and extension in theSouth. Of the 639,
346 were returned for a response rate of 54 pdrcent.

20
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The results froth-Survey II were evaluated and the
finclings,presented in "The Ecstasy and the 'Agony of.
Rural Development: Implications for Research" by
,WilliatN.W. Linder at the Rural Sociological Society
meeting inGuelph, Canada, onfiugust -22, )901. The

. :top.five categories for respardi were as follows:
impact of growth and development on the demand for
and costs of s vices, water resources, impact of
energy shorta

zi.
es and inflation, health care, and.

preservation of farmland.

In addition to 'conducting the 'regional survey, the
SRDC reviewed and catalogued more than 200 publi-
cations'in the community services and facilities
research area. Brief ,descriptions of 'public
have been prepared for inclusion in an pnnotat
bibliography.

In view of increasing travel costs and budget con-
straints including the posSibility of no additional
funding for the regional rural development centep, the
[fleeting of the community services and facilities &Mork
and advisory 4etwork -was-banged to contacts through
mail,.telephone.and individual conferences with members
at other meetings and confvences. Plans were.formtv
rated for the project to be done in-house with the center
director and.research associate to conduct-the primary
work.

.1.

The Southern Center conducte a solicitation of pro-
posals from rural development esearch personnel in
the South in order to fund velopthent of a biblio-
graphy and synthesis of research, findings in two
specific areas of community services and facilities.
The two areas chosen were water policy and- public
educatfon. In addition, the Southern Center-began
preparation of a selected bibliography -and synthesis
statement.inthe areas of-Thunici al bonds and rural
roads and bridges, both of whith are sub?-topics of
community services and facilittgs. A more thorough
discussion of each of these four community services
and facilities projects appears beloW.

1. Dimensions of Regional Community Water
PoliCy--Drought conditions, increases in a demand for
1,,Tit0 and predictions of a water shortage are only
a few reasons why community leaders atjd other citi-
zens are beginning, to experience a new 'awareness of
water management and its critical effeCt on high living
standards. .This new awareness of water p9licy issues
creates new information needs. Dimensions of regional
water issues draw upon hydrology; meterology,

21
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climatology, ecology,, engineering, biology, economic s,
law and other subjects. Groups and individuals ,
interested-in modifying or implementing-state or regional
water policies must understand and, assimilate term-

.Thology, concepts and f;ctual material from this
variety of sources and disciplines,.' .

.
ofDr. Roy Carriker of the, University. q Florida is"

directing the SRDC effort to develop en annotated
bibliography of selecied'literatuee on dimensions of

.., regional and community irate,r 'po,Ficli,lssues in the -
Southern region. This project will provide.a qstelltatic
sdarchpf the literature publishedjn the'pasetive
years in four gener4l subtobical areas and then

.

.-- develop a list of titles within each area. No;more c

than 50 titles will be sileoted from within each'iub-
N

topical area and then a one-paragraph abstract %iiill .

be prepared fur iniusibil in the.bibliography.. A
synthesis will be prepared to summarize the essence at
of each subtopical area and its relevance for regional
water policy: f. .,.. ,* ' r

ft.'
r -,. C

2. Impact of Population and Economic -Growth on
the Demand for and Costs of Pudic Education in Rural,
America --The South 1pas'been.aAnajor -recipient of
people and employment growth brought apout by the
population turMaround of the past decade. ''This
growth has occurred principally in the small towns and
rural communities of the SOuthi and has necessitated ..

major adjustMents in :publi.c service provision. Com- .

munity econeimic impact natyses conducted in `several
Southeriq'states have indicated that-publically provided

A

trimary and secondary educational services are-severely
ffected by changing population growth due to immigra- ,i,"

on and reductions in historical patterns of outmigration. '
Educational services iepresent t e Major expendityre
item in local governm'ent budgets. Failure to antici -'
pate growth and decline of deband for educational ..

services can result in unneceAsary expenses in local
school systems.

,
t

A corollary issue relates to the hisLII income elasticity
'of demand for quality edUcation at'theprimar'y and,
secondary level. Newcom s to rural areas-often have

demand a higher quality ecr cational; program. The
higher per capita incomes th n p,ative residents and

fiscal response of localspvernments is Constrained. by
rigidities of local cult,,tkes and local tax Strisctures.

\ .
- .

, .' '
Resear#on these issues C scatter a amthg diverse
disciplines and is fragmented .scope and.clepth.. A
synthesis of the' research in this arlda should be -
helpful to researchers and extension workers concerned/
with the impacts of community- gro on plablic services.

...

v- 22
5



www.manaraa.com

.18
0

Dr. Brady J. Deaton of Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University is directing this SRDC project,
-to provide an'annotated bibliography and synthesis'

c-.31

regarding the determinants of and attempts to model
the supply and demand of primary and secondary
public education in rural areas of the U.S.

Dr. Deaton and his research team have completed a pre-
liminary review ofarticles.in.agricultural economics

1
publications relating to e ural secondary and primary
education. Based on this literature, the researchers
developed:an outline for the synthesis highlighting
three major issue areas: community...demand, education
supply, and alternative financing and its affect on

ii local supply and demand. --they have initiated a
review of political science and economic journals in
order to identify further themes and releted literature.tio

tP' Since econometric attempts to model the supply and
demand for: primarfand secondary educaticinal se.rt-

ab
vices have been rudimentary, a synthesis in this area
might.beuseful in assessing econometric methods
and techniques used in estimating the supply and voi

demand of pubc education. The results should .be
directly useful for upgrading the quality of techni-
ques used in various community economic impact
models as well as providing direction for future
research in this area. .

3. the Impact of Conditions in the Municipal
Bond Marketon Community Services and Facilities
Federal budget cuts and an- unstable municipal bond
market threaten to cut off two of the most important
sources of funding used by local governments for
development of essential community services and facili-
ties.. A bibliography and synthesis of the collected
data regardirt unstable conditions in the municipal
bond market and the subsequent impact on community
servrces and facilities will provide a valuable insight
for local decision-makers in their efforts to allocate
the resources that are available. .

o

O

Gerry Williams, researcicanalyst at the Southern
Center, directs this project. Ms. Williams is completing
her review of publications for the bibliography with
emphasiS in.Lhe following areas: (1) function of the
Municipal Securities Market in relation to state and

local-governments, (t) trends in the market from 19/6

through the present., and (3) measures designed to

improve bond market access for local governments.
This research project will seek to identify possible .

solutions for community leaders faced with increased

demands for community services and shrinking resources
with which to provide these services. ,

23
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As 0 result of her research'in this area, Ms. Williams
prepared and delivered a discussion entitled "Bond
Market Access" to a pre- conference workshop held
prior to the American Society of Public Administration
SoutheaSt Re nal Cohference in Jacksot?; Mississippi,
October 3, 1.9$1.

4. Rural Transportation: Roads and Bridges
An adequate transportation system is one of the com-
munity services which is essential for the.economic
and social well being of the rural population. Rural
roads and bridges are a vital part of that system.
The typical_rural family relies on the road system
for essential communication between town and city
service centers. Children are fused to-school.
Farm produce is shipped to the market, and the farm
family muSt travel these roads lo buy farm suppliep
and household goods. In addition, many rural
families have one or more members who commute. to fac-
tory or service jobs just as regularly as families who
live in the cities.

Many of thertrral roads in existence today were built
in the early 1900'S and about 70 percent of today's
rural bridges are estimated to have been built before%
1935. Many, of these roads and <bridges do not deet
reasonable stariclard; for use today. Other roads.
that are adequate now will deteriorate if funds are
not available for required maintenance.

$0.

4%, ,4*.6

Legislatorsiand local officials are asking for information
-and decision-making tools to hela,determine priorities
for replacement, 'repair or abandondreht of roads
andbridges. In order to bring about a greater trans-
fer of knowledge in_this area, the Southern Center
initiated a rural roads and bridges research project
to provide a synthesis of information now available
and to publisk an annotated bibliography of publi,ca -'
tions useful.to research, extension and the user
cov unity.

/The Southern Center planned and prepared the program
for a Research Semi/mar on Rur-al Roads and Bridges to
be held in Nashville on November 19-20, 1981. The
seminar was &Signed to exchange information on--
research findings pertaining to rural roads and bridges.
In preparatioil for the seminar, the Southern Center
prepared a preliminary bibliography to be updated

IP-at-a:later date and prepared a paper on financing
for rural roads and bridges.

24
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COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVES PROGRAM
(CIRCUIT RIDER)

,This project is jointly funded byIP research and
extension'and is-explained on page seven of this
publication.

Recording and' disseminating what is taking place and
what is being establishetl. in rural development through-

_ out the region is one of the priorities of the center.'
Ond way this task is accomplished is through a con-
stant publishing effort to provide,educators and
researchers with up-to-date information relevant to
the problems of the rural Southerner. The Southern
Center accomplishes this information dissemination
through the following means:

SRDC PUBLICATION SERIES

The SRDC Publications Series contains 43 titles.
Some.of these publications were developed as specific
responses to an immediate need while otrers were ,

reaular reports. Those publications prepared
during 1 981 include the following:

. #39 Annual Progress Report, 1 980
#40 SRDC Progress Report, 1974 1 981

#41 .CRD Plans of Work, Southern States, 1980-81
.(in progress')."

#422t Proceedings of a Workshop on Research Needs

a

1:- for Establishing Viable Public Policy for Soil
Conervation and Land Use (in progress)

#43 Directory of Rural Development Researchers
in'the South (in progress)

The CRD Plan or Work,' the workshop proceedings
and ,directikry of researchers were prepared and par-
tially printed during 1981 but will not be distributed
until the next fiscal year.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND SYNTHESIS SERIES

Publication of a bibliography-a9d synthesis paper
have been.among the outcomes of nfost of the Southern
Center's networks and research projects. These pub-
lications were designed to provide a state-of-the-art
knowledge. 44pd for use by researchers and community
development 4toecialists. Only three bibliographies
and synthests were published furing the 1 981 fiscal
year as a result of having concluded most of the SRDC
networks in 1980. This fiscal year began a new series
of projects which will produce publications beginning
in 1982. Those publications completed during 1 981

include the following:

25
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#9 Bibliography: Land Use Issues,. .

i0 #11 Synthesis: University Knowledge /Technology -

Tronsfer and Public Decision-Making: Revi w,.
Synthesis and Alternative Models (in prbgr ss)

#12 Case Studies: 1 he UniVersity as a Rego'urce'
System for Public Needs: esponding to the ''*
Researth Needs of Decision-Maker,s 'MI prokps)

Both pgblications #11 and #12 were prepared and partiatie--
printed ..14ring 19$1 but will not be,distribLited.until the

---/ next fi :1;?3, year. .
% ..../

SRDC MAGAZINE RURAL DEVELOPMENTpESEARCH
AND EDIJC,T,1\6N V / ,

... _) To aid in disseminating valuable and pertinent rural
a ._

s -

developthent research and programming information
throughout the-South, the Southern.Center began. pub-.

) V
lication of a quarterly magazine in 1976. The Center
continued to receive requests in 1 981 for past issues ofe--
the magazine, but budget constraints interrupted
publication of additional issues during the early., ,

.

part of the year. As funding became more certain, how:
, ever, prepatation of the magazine resumed but again,

became interrupted as the SRP itiikass?amecr publishing
responsibilities for a large project undertaken as part

o' of the SRDC committment to the Conferences on Rural
Development and the Predominately Blac-k lnstitationd . . a

. Publications for this conference and other special pro-
,/ jects of the SRDC prohibited preparation of the magift ..

zine during this fiscal year. .

SRDC NEWS1_ETTER CAPSULES ..

Since preparation 4.a quarterly magazine was both
costly in terms of finances and time, the SRDC editor
began a newsletter that could be circulated more quickly
and at less cost ttl the Center. While the newsletter,
Capsules , was never meant to replace the magazine,iit

. became a means'of disseminating information in brie' f\'
for:m. The magazine, on the other hand, Will still be
used for indepth reporting of `research and CRDpftorts

,throughout the region'. . .

.. .
Two iss s of the newsletter were distributed late in
the fis year. Each issue was sent to,more than,--1,800
persons olved in community4development, civic
improv , recreation, planning; government, edu- ,--
cation, aticl a variety of organizations and agencies
working Fr' rural development:,

\,

:`

/
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SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

1. Rural Development Training Packet The
Southern Center continues to receive requests for the
rural development training packet introduced in 1978.
Requests have come from all parts of the United States
and from such foreign countries as India, Canada and
Australia.

2. Proceedings of the'Conference on Rural
Development and the Predominately Black Institutions-
Two proceedings were developed for this Houston con-
ference. The spc transcribed, edited and published
a traditional proceedings of the conference and then
prepared an eight-page tabloid newspaper highlighting
each of the conference presentations and the worIc
grou reports. Copies of proceedintyrwere dis-
tribu to conference participants and 1890 institutions
by the co ce planning committee, and nearly 1,000
copies of the tabloid were distributed to educators,
researchers and community development professionals
in the region.

SRDC LIBRARYAND MATERIALS ON LOAN --

The mot library contains more than 2,000 publications
on all phases.of rural development. Individual publica-
tions can be provided on a loan basis to professionals
throughout the region or copies can be made of the
literally hundreds of articles and puNications submitted
by extension educators, researcherC and public and
private agencies involved in rural development. In
addition to publications, the SRDC library contains '

a limited number of rural development training aids
which can be loaned to professionals within the region.

The SRDC continually brings experts across state
lines and from various disciplines to focus on problems
common to the region. A listing and descriptio of
those workshops and seminars either fully or rtially
fuhded by the Southern Center includes. the following:

CONFERENCE ON RESEARCH NEEDS IN RURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES ANb
FACI LITI ES

Eighteen researchers from 14 Southern land-grant
institutions attended this research conference February
4-.5 in Atlanta to discuss a rural development agenda
for the 1980's. The purpose of the conference was to
identify and rank in importance the research areas to be
emphasized during,this decade. The findings of the con-

° ference were used as a, basis for designing and initiating
a regionwide survey on perceptions of research needs
in rural development.

27.
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CONFERENCE ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE
PREDOMINATELY BLACK INSTITUTIONS

The Southern Center provided partial funding for
this unique effort to bring together community leaders
and representatives of predominately black educational
instittitions. More than 160 participants from 16 states
met in Houston February 19-21 to discuss how 1890
institutions can best provide educational assistance to
improve the quality of life for rural residents throughout
the South. In-addition to serving as a funding agency,
the Southern Center also made a significant contribution
as one of the conference coordinators. The center'
director served as a member of the planningtommittee
while the SRDC editor coordinated all printed materials
for the conference. These materials, included brochures,
conference programs, reservation forms, hotel reserva-
tion forms: banquet tickets, nametags, note pads and
conference.folders.- The SRDC also transcribed, edited
and print0 a conference proceedings while at the same
time preparing an eight-page tabloid newspaper sum-
marizing the three-day conference.

NATIONAL EXTENSION LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKSHOP

The Southern-Center cooperated with other organiza-
tions in providing financial assistance for this national
workshop. About 90 persons from throughout the
nation met May 26-27 in Kansas City, Missouri, for the
workshop.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT DECISION-MAKING (IMPACT
4 ANALYSIS) WORKSHOP

Nine representativesfrom seven Southern states
met September 30 through October 2 in Atlanta to assess
growth impact analysis programs now in use and to plan
for a regional "hands-on" training session for effective
transfer of these programs to other Southern states.
The workshop participants planned a regiOnal training
session using the computer facilities of the University
of Kentucky during the spring of 1982.

STATE CONFERENCE ON LOCAL FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT FOR COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS

The Southern Center provided staff assistance' for
this statewide Mississippi conference which drew more .,
than 300 local officials to Jackson on March 12. Research
Associate Pamela H. Rodgers, center associate for the
SRDC financial management network, helped plan the
Jackson conference and moderated two sessions. The
Southern Center 'also provided publication assistance.
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Five follow-up co' nferences using the same approach
and materials were helckat later-dates in different
areas of the state.

OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

The center provided travel kxpenses' for
Dr. Daniel Godfrey, aciMinistrator for extension pro-
grams at North Carolina A E T State University, awl
Mr. J.B. Williams, state community' resource devtelopment
leader in Arkansas, to seYve as the Southern reprd-
sentative to the "CRD In the '80S" meeting in Washington,
D.C.

-- Research Associate Pamela H. Rodgers served
on the steering committee for regional workshops'xin
designing educational programs for health agency
boards. The workshops were funded by the Kellogg
Foundation and sponsored by the Institute for Health
Planning and thd Pennsylvania State University
Cooperative Extension Service.

-- The SRDC director responded to a request to
discuss rural education needs. at the "The Second
Cbnference on the Futtire of Educktion in the South-
east." The conference was hellNovember 8-11, 1980,

in Orlando, Florida.

-- The SRDC director presented a paper entitled
"The Ecstasy and the Agony of Rural Development:
Implications for Research" at the Rural Sociological
Society meeting August- 22 in Guelph, Canada.

Oct. 1 Attended steering committee meeting for
regional workshops on designing ecloOcation
programs for health agency boards,
Covingtv, KY

Oct. ,2-3 Attended Planning Committee meeting
dip r Conference on Rural Development.
'Rh d the Predominately Black Institutions°

Oct. 27-30

Nov. 7

Nov. 8-11

Nov. 18

Attended CRD Southern 'Trainirig
'Workshop, New Orleans

Southern University Public Service
Programs Organizations, Atlanta ,

Made presentation at Second Conference
on the Future orEdudation in the
Southeast, Orlando, FL

SRDC Board ieeeting, Atlanta
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Dec. 4-5

Dec. 16-17

Feb. 2-5

Attended Planning Committee meeting for
Conference on Rural Development and the
Predominately Black Institutions, Atlanta

Assisted Prairie View A 6 M Urfiversity
In confett rrangements for RD con-
ferenc , Houston

Attended SAAS; research conference
following SAAS

Feb. 9-12 Attended "CRD in the 80's" conference;
participated with:other center direCtors
in program planning; Washington, D.C.

Feb. 18-22 Conference on Rural Developn ient and the
Predominately Black Institutions, Houston

March 12- State. Conference on Local Financial
Management, Jackson, MS; moderated two
sesssions

April 13-15

April 16. -

April 28 -29
4

May 4-7

Attended meeting of Southern Extension
Directors, Charleston, SC

Met with Sbuther n Regional Education .

ijoard and Southern Legislative Conference,
Atlanta

CRD meeting; Atlanta

Attended meeting di-Southern Experiment
Station Directors, Oklahoma

May 8-9 Mississippi Chapter of the American
Society for Public Administration,
Longbeach, MS; moderator for panel on
programs available for technical assistance
to small cities and communities

~` May 1 3-1 4 Southern Natural Res\Ource Econothics
Committee meeting, Fayetteville, AR -

June 9-10 Post-conference committee meeting,
Conference on Rural DeVelopment and

the Predominately Black Institutions;
Houston,

. .

June 10 -11, Met with Ruraland Agricqlfural Crime
Network (Keith ,Carter and Lionel
Beaulieu): Gainesville, FL

JUne 11 S 'uthern Legislative Conference, Orlarido

A

9

30
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June 16-19 CRD meeting, Athens, GA

June 18-20 Attended meeling of Southern Extension
Public Affairs Committee, Daytona Beach,
FL

June 29-30 Met with VPI officials regarding Rural
Agricultural Crime Education Network,
Richmond, VA; visited Virginia State
College, Petersburg

July 1 'Attended Community Development and
Leadership Conference, Alcorn State
University, Lorman, MS

July 2
0

Attended "Budgeting Under Reappraisal
Workshop," Jackson, MS

July 7 Met with J.B. Williams, University of
Arkansas

July 8

July 9

Met with Jim Nelson, Jim Mosley and
Gary Holland at Oklahoma state
University

Presented speech at Oklahoma Tax
Assessors meeting, Stillwater,'OK

July 13-14 Met with Hoover Carden, Prairie View
A M

July 15-16

July '26-27

July 28

, July 29

Aug. 18-23

Aug. 24

Met with Dr. Dan Pfannstiel and Dr.
Dennis Fisher at Texas A E M University
,regarding small business management
network P)

Attended meeting of Agricultural
Economics Association, Clemson
University

Met with Dr. J.C. Nyankori of Clemson
regarding banking deregulation' net-
work

Met with Lonnie Jones, Mik4e Wise and
others regarding growth impact analysis
network

Made presentation at Rural Sociologial
Society meeting, University of Guelph,
Canada

Met with Kellogg Foundation officials'7
regarding possible .funding

31
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Aug. 26 Met with Jim Hildreth at Farm Foundation

Sept. 14-17 Attended National Public Policy Educatjon
Conference, Stone Mountain, GA

Evaluation of the plan .of work for the SRC is a reg-
ular item on the work schedule ofAhe staff The
So thern Center, staff frequently assesses the progress
of t center in meeting the goalsfannuallrapproved
by the oard of Directors. AccoMplishmen4s toward
these goals constitute the guidelines for evaluations
of work being done. The findings in, this annual
progress report are based upon this evaluation.

SRbC STAFF Staffimelnbers for the regional center during 1981
include the following:

4

a

1. Dr. WilliaM W. Linder, Director
2. Dr. Jerome L. Burton, Associate Director
3. Pamela H. Rodgers, Research Associate
4. Gerry H. Williams, Research ,Analyst
5. Dr. Charles J.D. Tillman, Rural Development

Specialist
6. Sue H. Jones, Editor
7. Bonnie Teater, Secretary
8. Sheila Buckner, Secretary,
9. David Miles; Isrinter

'The Cente collaborates wish many other faculty through-
out the re ion on research and extension projects on a
contribut -time basis. A close review of this report
trdicates he use of their expertise.

Dr. Jerome L. Burton, extension adininistator for
Alcorn State University, was appointed in 1981 by ASU
President Walter Washington to serve as the,SRDC
'associate director the 1890 institution with
Mississippi State Wpjversity as co-sponsors of the regional
center, the appointment filled a vacancy left by
Dr. William kloykiri of Alcorn State when bd retired in
1980. ,Other staff changes included the hiring of
Gerry H. Wilifems arsiresearch analyst and Sheila
Buckner as a secretary'. Ms. Buckner replaced Mary
Burkett, who, resigned to continue her. graduate edu-
cation.
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ADMINISTRATION The center is directed by a Board.of Directors which
do includes four extension directors, four experiment

station directors and a representative front the pri-
yate sector within the Southern region (elected by
the board members). Each board member is appointed

. . for a three-y r term. Those comprising The Board
of Director are:

) .Dr. D. M. Briggs _,-

Assistant, Director
Agcicultural Experiment Station
University ofArkansas
Fayetteyille, AR 27201 I

Mr. William H. Cranford.
Director, Agricultural Development

r Central Power art! Light Company
P.O. Box 2121 ,

Corpus Christi, TX 78403

Dr, James I. Dawson
Associate Dean for Extension,
Alabama A & M University
P.O. Box 53
Normal, AL 35762

Dr. Talmadge DuVall
Director . . .

..
Cooperative Extension Service

\ University of Georgia
Athens, GA .3061

Dr. R. Rodney Foil
Director
Mississippi Agricultural and

Forestry Experiment Station
MississIppi State, MS 39762

Dr. B. D. Maybetry
Dean A .-
School of Applied Silences

. . Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee Institute, AL 36088

0

Dr. Daniel Pf nnstiel
Director ,

AgricultUral Extension Service
Tqxas A & M University

\ '1,, College Station, TX 77843 '

. V

,

a
, ' 33 ,
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Dr. A.-W. Snell
Associate_DIrector
Agricultural Experiment Station
204 Barre Hall
Clemson University
Clemson, SC .29631

Dr. Michael Sprott
Director
Cooperative Extension Service
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36830

4

Dr. W. M. Bost, chairman of the board since the center
began'in 1974, 'retired durilig 1981. Dr. Michael Sprott
of Auburn University replabed Dr. Bost as the ninth
member of the board, but selection of a new chairman
was postponed until the 1982 board meeting.

4

34
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The SRD r regional rural development
centers in the nation., It coordinates cooperation
between the Research .(Experiment Station) and
Extension (Cooperative Extension Service) staffs at
land-grant institutions in the South to provIde tech-
nical consultation, research, training, and evaluation
services"for rural development. This publication is one
of several published by the Center on various needs;
program thrusts, and research effort's in rural develop-
ment. For more information about SRDC activities
and publications, write to the Director.

I

VI
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*

Southern Rural Development Center
Bob 5406
Mississippi State, MS 39762 )'

,

ri

P1744,

`The Southern Rural Development Center is an Equal Opportunity Organization providing research, educational information, and
other services Dryly to individuals and institutions that function without regard to race, color, sex or nati8nal origin. SRDC is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

SRDC Serial POblication No. 44
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